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COPERS COPE AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (CCARA)

Founded in 1935 the CCARA covers the Copers Cope Ward including

the Town Centre.  CCARA organises the Market On The Green local

produce and craft market and runs Beckenham Green Friends.

Contact Details Email: hello@coperscope.org.uk

Web: coperscope.org.uk

Phone: 020 3732 5260

Twitter & Instagram: CCARA_Beckenham

Association

Committee

Members

Chair: Chloe-Jane Ross

Vice-Chair: Stephen Parkin

Secretary: Myra Jeffreys

Treasurer: Robert Jeffreys

Committee: Marsha Berg, Alan Old, Ben Soule,

Rosemary Willsher, Dee Heatherington, Jen

McArthur

WEST BECKENHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (WBRA)

Founded in 1945, West Beckenham Residents’ Association covers the

Beckenham areas of Kelsey and Eden Park, Elmers End, Clock House

and Penge and Cator.

Contact Details Email: info@westbeckenhamra.org

Web: westbeckenhamra.org

Phone: 020 3732 5260

Association

Committee

Members

Chair: Marie Pender

Secretary: Eileen Penfold

Treasurer: Stafford Bunce

President Janet Ambrose

Committee: Sue Woodward, Arnjali Rowe, Shirley

Civil, Diana Davidson.

Disclaimer: All data and information provided in this newsletter is for informational purposes only. Whilst every care has been taken to ensure

that the data in this newsletter is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept any liability to any party for loss or

damage caused by errors or omissions in text or photos resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause. The views expressed in the

newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Residents' Association
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FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to the latest edition of the

Express Review from our Residents’

Associations,  Copers Cope Area

Residents’ Association (CCARA) and

West Beckenham Residents’

Association (WBRA).

Since the last edition our

Associations have :

● Met with Southeastern Rail about the Blackfriars rail service

● Written to Bromley Council to confirm the archaeological

conservation status of the Beckenham Theatre site

● Responded to the Council’s Open Space Strategy Version 2

● Followed up on the future of Beckenham Sainsbury’s

● Been working on the resident-led High Street Shop Front Guide to

promote the Beckenham Town Centre Conservation Area.

IMPORTANT: Postponed AGMs and members meetings

We hope that the Covid situation continues to improve, although new case

numbers remain high. We therefore do not propose to recommence public

meetings this year. Hopefully we will be able to hold our AGMs next year as

usual.

WBRA thanks members for checking their subscriptions following our

message with our accounts in the summer edition of the Express Review.

This has resulted in many renewed subscriptions, with a surprising

number of standing orders having mysteriously disappeared despite their

not being cancelled by the member. So if you haven’t yet checked, please do

so, and please subscribe by standing order. We are now informed by our

bank that they are starting to charge for deposits of cash or cheques.

Best wishes

Chloe-Jane Ross (CCARA) & Marie Pender (WBRA)
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REMEMBERING ALAN FREEMAN

It is with great sadness that West Beckenham RA reports the death of our

colleague and joint WBRA President, Alan Freeman. Alan died on 24

August 2021, aged 87. He had miraculously survived many recent, and

serious, illnesses but this one was too much for him. We will miss his

knowledge, wisdom and kindness very much.

He joined The Mirror newspaper in

1949 as a messenger and rose to

become Deputy Chief Librarian. He

retired from The Mirror in 1994 after

44 years’ service. He was an active

member of WBRA, and joined the

committee in 1998, so has given

nearly 25 years of service to

Beckenham’s community. He was

particularly active, supporting

Crystal Palace Community

Association, in the battles over

proposals to “develop” Crystal Palace

Park by selling off about a third of its

area for housing, retail and

commercial development. Alan was

also an active member of the Clock

House Safer Neighbourhood Panel.

WBRA has made a donation in his

memory to his nominated charity, Health Care Workers Foundation.

Janet Ambrose, Alan’s co-president, says

“I cannot remember how long I have known Alan in WBRA. Always

reliable, always knowledgeable, always good humoured, always

immaculate. In recent years, we have missed him due to a progression of

illnesses, but what a welcome sight when he was able to attend our

meetings. Through thick and thin, when there was a contentious debate it

was wonderful to know I could ring Alan and ask his opinion. Above all for

his wisdom he will be missed. Thank you, Alan”
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OPEN SPACE STRATEGY - VERSION TWO

Bromley Council released a

second interaction of their Open

Space Strategy in October.

We understand there was a

closed consultation with some

residents’ groups, we are not

sure how they were selected but

neither CCARA, WBRA nor the

Beckenham Green Friends were

selected to participate - despite

providing comprehensive

feedback on the first draft.

We are pleased that the new

108-page draft strategy does not

contain the words disposal or

repurposing - as the first draft did - which caused outrage among some

communities’ groups.

We are also pleased that the draft now refers to accessibility, as the first

draft had no mention of accessibility for those with a disability or

impairment.

However, we do still have concerns in the following areas:

- There is no guarantee our greenspaces will not be reduced in this

latest draft.

- The first draft had a 10% target for increasing biodiversity which we

said was not enough.  The new draft has no real targets at all.

- We asked for an increase in the budget for parks as the first draft

had a 10% cut in maintenance budgets - this draft does not mention

budgets and spending, so not only is there no commitment to

increase spending, we could see a reduction in spending.

- We asked for improved lighting and security to allow people to

access parks in the early evening during the winter and also a
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consideration of sports pitch lighting -  there are no commitments

to address this.

- There is no commitment to provide public toilets (in fact there is

only one mention of the word toilet in relation to a toilet and cafe in

Norman Park). This is extremely disappointing as toilets are so

important for many people in accessing our parks and open spaces.

- We are pleased to see commitments around grass verges, but there

is nothing for our beleaguered street trees, nor other more urban

uncategorised pockets of greenery, that are a vital part of the public

realm.

- The latest draft does not address how the Council will manage large

events in local parks, and it appears that funding to support parks

will be largely raised through commercial activity. How will the

Council balance community needs if it is reliant on commercial

revenue to fund parks’ budgets?

One area of great potential concern is the implementation of foundations

and business partners to manage, fund and develop parks and open spaces.

The running of Crystal Palace Park was transferred to a Trust and there has

been some concern reported from some existing park groups about the

arrangement.

There are very strict rules in regard to decision making and procurement

by local Councils, which is vital for local democracy, transparency and

community engagement. However, foundations and business partners are

not subject to the same rules.

We have asked the Council what the governance of such bodies will be, who

they will be accountable to, what democratic structures will be built into

any such arrangement, what transparency there will be in regards to

procurement and/or expenditure of public monies and whether such

partners will be not-for-profit organisations.

One of the main concerns is that there will be some inevitable unintended

consequences from the Council losing its authority over some elements of

our open spaces. We will let you know the Council’s response.
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF DIGITAL HEALTH IN

LONDON

DigitalHealth.London connects NHS staff, digital health companies and

academics, and equips them to improve the NHS and social care in London

through digital technology. They are celebrating their 5th birthday and are

currently developing a Manifesto (which will be published, free to access,

on their website in November). This will bring together reflections from the

last five years in digital health as

well as visions for the future.

They want to hear from you about

your experiences of using digital

technology to manage your

health, the challenges you

experience in using digital tools

and your thoughts on the future of tech in the NHS - please complete this

anonymous 10-minute online survey to have your opinions heard:

digitalhealthlondon.typeform.com/to/UTzI5jQq
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NHS SOUTH EAST LONDON CLINICAL COMMISSIONING

GROUP

This is a clinically led

organisation responsible for

planning, paying for and

monitoring most of the health

services in Bromley. It’s their

role  to make sure that you

receive high-quality healthcare services whenever you need them –

whether this is advice from a pharmacist or GP, a procedure in hospital,

help at home through local community services, or if you need support

with your mental health.

South East London CCG has six borough-based boards, Bromley,

Lewisham, Bexley, Greenwich and Southwark, each with clinical and

executive leadership to deliver the CCG’s plans at a local level.

Borough-based boards meet regularly throughout the year and hold

meetings in public six times a year (these are online at the moment due to

Covid). Local people are welcome to attend any of the meetings in public.

More information can be found on www.selondonccg.nhs.uk.   You will

have noticed there is a Health Bill going through Parliament which is

asking for Integrated Services. NHS Bromley is further developing systems

with the Local Authority under One Bromley Local Care Partnership.

Health Planning for Winter

‘Flu and Covid vaccinations and boosters for those eligible are already

underway - make sure you get yours.

Bromley winner of the ‘Health and Care Integration Award’

Bromley was announced winner of the ‘Health and Care Integration Award’

at the finals of the MJ Achievement Awards in September 2021.

Two health and care initiatives developed in Bromley received national

recognition in the awards. These were the ‘Single Point of Access (SPA)’

improved the way residents leave hospital and receive the help they need to

recover; and for the wide-ranging support given to the borough’s care

homes during the Covid-19 pandemic. Well done Bromley!
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SAINSBURY’S IN BECKENHAM TOWN CENTRE

Once again rumours have circulated that Sainsbury’s supermarket in the

centre of Beckenham is to close. The rumours are partly due to

recirculation online of a speculative development design prepared by a

commercial property agent (Montagu Evans)

when the freehold of part of the site changed

hands a few years ago.

Chloe-Jane (CCARA Chair) has confirmed

with Bromley Council that there is no

planning application for this site, nor are the

planning officers aware of any proposed

development - we assume the ‘design’ on

Montagu Evans’ web site is just a marketing

mock-up.

To be double sure Chloe-Jane also contacted

Sainsbury’s HQ and they told us they ‘have no

plans to close the store’, and they confirmed

that their current lease does expire in 2024

but they ‘will be talking to our landlord about staying beyond 2024 in due

course”.

BECKENHAM’S STINK PIPES

Across Beckenham you will find many

ornate Victorian stink pipes. At first

glance they look like lamp posts, but a

quick look up you will find no lamp -

they are there to ventilate the sewer

running underneath.

Unfortunately many of these 19th

century stink pipes are in disrepair as

the photos show. This is such a shame as

they are heritage items and some are in

Conservation Areas.
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Thames Water are responsible for them and in the past when reported to

them they have taken prompt action.

We contacted Thames Water and they have advised that the best way to

contact them about sewer pipes needing maintenance is through social

media on Twitter or Facebook, or by phone on 0800 316 9800 (lines are

open 365 days a year). They also have a website, similar to Fixmystreet, to

report issues at: www.thameswater.co.uk/leak/

They don't have a section for stink pipes but we suggest reporting as a

‘Thames Water Site Issue’ then choosing ‘Not sure’, then ‘Maintenance’,

which takes you to a box where you can let them know about the stink pipe.

If you spot a stink pipe that needs TLC why not report it?

DANGEROUS DRIVING ON KENT HOUSE ROAD AND

SURROUNDING ROADS

Local residents have raised the issue of speeding and dangerous driving

around Kent House Road. We have been advised that the local ward

Councillors are working with traffic officers to make improvements - which

could include the possibility of getting slow down signs temporarily erected

in the worst part of the road, but we will see from the notes how we can

help. Concerned residents should contact Cllr Kathy Bance at

Kathy.Bance@bromley.gov.uk

FEASIBILITY STUDY: PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON

SOUTH EDEN PARK ROAD ONE STEP CLOSER

Local residents and school families that have been long campaigning for a

safe crossing on South Eden Park Road have asked Bromley Council to

speed up the feasibility study for the crossing. Residents complained that

the feasibility study was marked as non-urgent at the Council Environment

Committee meeting in September 2021 and were told “This feasibility

scheme is not one of the cluster site locations in the borough. The team is

currently prioritising locations where there have been 5 or more collisions

in the latest 3 year period.”  The next Council Environment Committee

meeting is in November and we hope to know more then. We will keep you

updated on the scheme.
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ALBEMARLE RD CYCLE WAY AND WESTGATE RD BRIDGE

Bromley Council

undertook a survey on

the 'experimental'

Albemarle Road Cycle

Scheme and its decision

to close Westgate Road

Bridge to two-way

traffic - the survey

closed on 12 November

We expect to find out

what the results are and

if there will be any changes in January. We will keep you updated.

Although the survey has closed you may still email feedback to

traffic@bromley.gov.uk

VOLUNTEERING AT DAVID BAXTER HOUSE IN OAKWOOD

AVENUE

A local member has been in touch to tell us about a volunteering group at

David Baxter House in Beckenham.  The group of six volunteers form the

House Social Committee and they have been supporting the residents of

David Baxter House for many years - some have been volunteering for

nearly 20 years.

We spoke with Gordon, who told

us about the special events they

put on for residents and their

families, plus the regular daily

mid-week socials which include

quizzes, coffee mornings, film

afternoons and carpet bowls.

Gordon told us it is a ‘wonderful

home and he didn’t know

another one like it’.  There seems

to be a real sense of the community for the nine residents and the
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volunteers. Gordon had got in touch because he wanted to let people know

about the David Baxter House and that it currently has twelve places.

The House Social Committee would love to see David Baxter House

full,and sent us the following:

  As you get older there may come a time when living in your own home no

longer feels suitable. One option is to move to a supported home within

shared accommodation, which gives residents support when they need it

while retaining some independence. David Baxter House, purpose built in

2001, comprises 12 one-bedroom bedsits. Residents can meet in the lounge

or chat over lunch and a light tea, which is served daily by a housekeeper in

the dining room. In addition a volunteer-led social committee organizes

events, and there is a flower-filled garden to enjoy. For getting out and

about, it is ideally located in Oakwood Avenue with shops, pub and bus

stops nearby.

If you would like to get in touch with the Housing Social Committee email

Gordon at gordonhughes@waitrose.com, to contact David Baxter House

call 01622 812 115.

BOWIE FLASH

No sooner had our Bowie Flash been freshly renewed and relaid… it was

graffitied! We reported it on Fixmystreet, and we are pleased to report it’s

been restored.
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FORMER BECKENHAM THEATRE SITE: FELLED TREES AND

ROMAN ROAD

Local people were upset to see all the trees cut down on the former site of

the Beckenham Theatre.  None of the trees were under a TPO (Tree

Protection Order) so no rules were broken in cutting them down. Perhaps

the new owner/developer can be persuaded to plant new trees on the site.

It's always sad to lose mature trees, and this serves as a reminder to apply

for significant trees that can be seen from a public highway to be put under

a tree protection order. Any local resident can apply for a TPO, find out

more on the Council’s website at the link below:

www.bromley.gov.uk/info/508/trees/1061/tree_protection

Roman Road

Local historians have long been aware of a late first century Roman

military road that ran through Beckenham. It appears the road runs under

the former site of the Beckenham Theatre and now this site is likely to be

developed for housing. With this existing building being demolished, it is

essential any archaeological remains are protected.  The Copers Cope Area

Residents’ Association took the initiative and wrote to the Council to

confirm what protections the site has and what responsibility the Council

has to protect it.

The good news is that the site is located within a designated Archaeological

Priority Area. Which means any redevelopment will require investigation

and follow up of outcomes as necessary to protect any remains. The less

Not yet a member? Enjoying a complimentary copy? Please join! 14



good news, is that when we asked if the Council will actively monitor the

site they said they could not - however anyone embarking on the

pre-application or application process would be informed at any early stage

of the protective designations. As we know all too well, sometimes

developers start work prior to starting the planning process and should this

happen there is a concern that any remains may be disturbed.

Chloe-Jane (CCARA Chair) has contacted the agent selling the site to let

them know of the Roman road and that the site is in a designated

Archaeological Priority Area, and they have confirmed this information has

been passed on to the buyer. Furthermore the new buyer has requested a

meeting with CCARA about their development plans - we will keep you

posted.

SCAM POLICE CALL – BE AWARE!

Bromley Trading Standards have received a

transcript of a scam call:

“My name is Detective Constable ———. I am

based at ————– London Police Station. We

have a young person in custody by the name of

—– ——. She has a number of forged credit cards

in her possession. Your name is on one of them.

An amount has been withdrawn from an account,

possibly yours. My Police ID is — —-. The Crime Reference is CR———“.

Crucially, the scammer adds “You need to phone the number on your bank

card to get the bank to make sure that nothing has gone”, “Would you like

me to do it? I can transfer you?”.

How you can protect yourself:

● Don’t reveal any personal details.

● Hang Up.

● Call the actual organisation(s) yourself directly to check, if you are

unsure. Don’t rely on information provided by the caller, and use

another phone, or, if you can’t, wait a good while, as the

scammer(s) may still be on the line.
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Report it

Protect others by reporting incidents. If you or anyone you know has been

affected by fraud or any scam, report it to Action Fraud by calling

0300 123 2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk

If you have given out your bank details, contact your bank as soon as

possible.

BECKENHAM WINS SWEEP OF THE YEAR AWARD

Beckenham Street

Cleaner, Michael,

has won the

Sweeper Of The

Year Award

presented by

Bromley Council

and Veolia.

Those that visit the

Town Centre

frequently will no

doubt have

bumped into cheery Michael on his rounds. It's no surprise that many local

residents nominated him for the award. Well done Michael (second on the

left in the photo), this recognition is well-deserved.

NEW STATION  CYCLE HUBS

The secure cycle storage hubs that have been

installed in Elmers End and Clock House stations

are now open. We understand the charge will be

£25 for three months, £35 for six months and £50

for a year.

BECKENHAM

JUNCTION/BLACKFRIARS RAIL

SERVICE - CCARA CHAIR MET WITH SOUTHEASTERN
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In October, Chloe-Jane Ross

(CCARA Chair) met, virtually, with

Southeastern’s Stakeholder

Engagement Officer, George

Paterson and  Train Services

Director, Scott Brightwell and a

representative from the London

Assembly Transport Committee to

lobby for the reinstatement of the

Blackfriars rail service from

Beckenham.

Mr Brightwell provided a detailed snapshot of rail usage on the line, which

showed that it was much lower than pre-pandemic levels. It was asserted

that very few people are using the Blackfriars service and this could be

worked out by the number of people getting off at Herne Hill - they do this

by weighing the people on the trains (some of the trains have a weighing

capability). It was noted that it was not an exact science but it would be

useful to understand trends.

Chloe-Jane pointed out that it did not account for changes in passenger

behaviour of people taking different routes to avoid the swap at Herne Hill.

Southeastern did concede that this was true and their own data supported

that passenger numbers for Victoria are higher than they expected at peak

time and this was likely to be because some Blackfriars passengers were

going to Victoria and using the Tube.

One interesting statistic was that trains were busier during the day than

peak periods, a first for the rail network.

Chloe-Jane pressed Southeastern on whether they are committed to

bringing back the service and they confirmed that it was down to passenger

numbers and that they had retained the route slot with Network Rail - ie

they were not planning to give up the Beckenham to Blackfriars route.

Southeastern agreed to undertake some more work on the data and

Chloe-Jane has another meeting with them in December, by which time

they will also have a new operator (the Government stripped Southeastern

of its franchise in October).
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Unless local people fight for this service we fear it will be lost. Southeastern

begrudgingly took it over from Thameslink in 2014 after our campaign,

and the pandemic creates the opportunity for them to terminate it now.

Sign the 2000+ petition at the link below

www.ipetitions.com/petition/save-the-direct-train-service-from-beckenham

Write to Southeastern at:

George Paterson

Stakeholder Engagement Manager

Southeastern Railways

Floor 2, 4 More London Riverside

London SE1 2AU

Email: george.paterson@southeasternrailway.co.uk

STREET TREES NOT BEING WATERED AND LEFT TO DIE

CCARA noticed that one of the new trees

planted at the Odeon was starting to wither

several months ago and reported it to

Fixmystreet. When no one attended to it, we

reported it again and were told it would put

it on the list for replanting at the right time.

Fast forward and we reported the second

tree starting to turn brown and we got the

same response. Recently we reported that

the third tree is dying and guess what the

response is…. that's right they will put it on

the list for replanting. It's not just this tree,

there are others too, like the one at Kelsey

Square. This is just not good enough!
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE - removing your rights to object

to planning applications

In previous issues we have

reported on government

proposals to rip up our planning

system and replace it with a

system based on data, maps and

algorithms! Once a master plan

was in place, any application that

fitted in with it would get

automatic outline permission or

presumed consent. You would

have no right to complain!

However, it appears the government is having second thoughts. The new

“Levelling Up, Housing and Communities” Secretary of State, Michael

Gove, has said he is “pausing” these proposals.

We wait to see what comes forward. We are grateful to our MPs Bob

Stewart and Ellie Reeves for their support in opposing these proposals.

Hopefully Gareth Bacon’s proposals discussed below will be incorporated

in any new planning legislation.

NEW PROPOSALS TO MAKE RETROSPECTIVE PLANNING

APPLICATIONS AN OFFENCE

Gareth Bacon MP has brought a Private Members Bill to Parliament to

make unauthorised development without planning permission an offence

and to prohibit retrospective planning applications.

Gareth Bacon was, until May this year, the Greater London Authority

member for Bexley and Bromley, including Beckenham. He is now MP for

Orpington. The Bill was supported by Bob Neil, also a former local GLA

member and now MP for Bexley.

The Bill would make unauthorised development a criminal offence, where

property owners change the land use, erect or change a building without

having the necessary planning permissions in place first. This is when they
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apply ‘retrospectively’ for planning permission, usually after enforcement

action is taken. Then the applicant appeals and the process can go on for

years.

The issue has been raised by Mr Bacon because of a notorious case in

Orpington - Wheatsheaf Hill, where a large area of wooded land has been

cleared, six mobile homes have been installed and further work is

continuing - all without planning permission. But there have been many

cases of retrospective applications all over Beckenham, so we fully support

Mr Bacon’s move.

In moving the Bill, Mr Bacon pointed out that too often people are gaming

the system and gambling that if the development is sufficiently advanced it

will prove too time-consuming and costly for the local authority to pursue.

If retrospective permission is refused, enforcement action can be lengthy

and costly for the local authority, and if the applicant appeals, the case

drags on while the business continues to operate. Often the site cannot be

restored to its former state. In Beckenham High Street Conservation Area,

many original features have been lost when a shop front was torn out.

Enforcement action is too late – the features are already in a skip. See

below for latest developments on this in Beckenham.

We therefore welcome Mr Bacon’s Bill. Private Member’s Bills usually do

not have much chance of becoming law, but Mr Bacon is hoping that by

bringing this to the Government’s attention, some provision can be made

in their own proposed planning legislation. That would be a great

improvement on the proposals to tear up the whole planning system that

were contained in the paper “Planning for the Future”, see above. It is very

encouraging that some MPs are actively trying to strengthen planning law

instead of tearing it down.

BECKENHAM HIGH STREET CONSERVATION AREA

DESIGN GUIDE

The Town Centre Team (TCT) , whose Chair and Secretary are CCARA and

WBRA respectively, have succeeded in getting approval for a Design Guide

for Shop Fronts in Beckenham High Street Conservation Area. This was

debated at the Development Control Committee on 2 November and
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achieved unanimous backing from the members, despite officers wanting

to hold it back to incorporate it into a Bromley-wide guide next year.

The High Street was designated a Conservation Area in 2015, which means

changes to shop fronts need specific planning permission and should fit in

with the surrounding buildings, keeping valuable architectural features.

However this does not always happen so the TCT started this project (in

2017) so that heritage shop front features could be retained and new shop

fronts enhanced. For example, the guide recommends that if building

consoles and pilasters are painted, they should be done so in the same

colour scheme, to maintain the continuity of the whole parade.

Many members of the TCT worked on the guide, including our own

Associations and the Beckenham Business Association, but special thanks

go to TCT Member John Parker of  The Beckenham Society for his work on

the technical guidance and treatment of features, and to Colin Hughes of

the Park Langley Residents’ Association for producing the document.

The TCT wants to help local businesses to design appropriate shop fronts,

especially as several changes over the past few years have been carried out

without planning permission and have not been acceptable to the

Conservation Officer. The owners have therefore had to replace the fronts,

at considerable expense. We want our High Street businesses to prosper

and to avoid expensive mistakes. TCT and Beckenham Together (the local

Business Improvement District) will promote the guide to local landlords

and agents.

BECKENHAM BUSINESS DAY

WAS A GREAT SUCCESS

Businesses in Beckenham were invited

to the fifth Beckenham Business Day on

Thursday 4 November, at Kent County

Cricket Ground in Worsley Bridge Road.

Organised by Beckenham Together BID

and Beckenham Business Association,

the free event was an action-packed day

of speakers, workshops, exhibitors and

networking opportunities.
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The day was aimed at helping boost businesses after a very challenging 18

months and to reconnect with the local business community.

Speakers included Gary Beckwith of City Cruises and Carina Lepowinner of

the Apprentice and owner of Dough Bakehouse in Beckenham. Workshops

were run on funding options (Gary Parker, CNT Associates), guide to local

SEO (Josh Hamit, Improve My Search Ranking) and wellness at work

(Phyllis Woodfine, Garden Osteopath).

Interested and missed out on this event? Register with the Beckenham

Business Association (BBA) for more networking opportunities. The

Beckenham Business Association is for all types of businesses based in or

serving people within Beckenham. Membership starts from just £30 per

year.

To find out more, sign up to BBA events or become a member, please visit

the website: www.beckenhambusinessassociation.co.uk

BECKENHAM TOGETHER

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Christmas plans for the town centre

are well underway.

FREE Parking at Odeon!

We are thrilled to announce that we’ve

teamed up this Christmas with Odeon

who will be offering 3 hours of FREE

PARKING!

It will be Monday - Friday from now

until 31st January 2022!

Christmas Light Switch-On

The Christmas Light Switch-On is

planned for Saturday 4 December, and

there will also be a pop-up market on

Beckenham Green on that day.
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Holiday Ice Rink

The festive ice rink will be returning to town on Tuesday 7 December.

Located  on Beckenham Green, the ice rink will be open all day and will be

fun for all the family. Tickets are just £5 and can be purchased at

www.beckenhamtogether.co.uk

To get in contact with Beckenham Together please email

hello@beckenhamtogether.co.uk

BECKENHAM GREEN FRIENDS

The Beckenham Green Friends are easy to spot on The Green in their new

Green tabards courtesy of the Copers Cope Area Residents’ Association.

Over the summer the Friends planted Begonias, Lobelia, Petunia Verbena

and Foxglove that were

kindly donated by Marks

and Spencer, in addition to

some Chrysanthemums

and Cyclamen.

Autumn has arrived and so

have all the autumn jobs on

The Green! The Friends

have been busy, as always,

removing summer flowers,

keeping the leaves clear

from the borders, splitting

plants  and planning for

the winter.

It’s great to have some new volunteers joining the Friends group too.

Welcome! There’s plenty of work to do over the winter months so if you are

interested in helping in the new year then get in touch at

greenfriends@coperscope.org.uk, and you can follow Beckenham Green

Friends on Facebook too.
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WHAT’S NEW ON THE HIGH STREET

The old Prezzo restaurant at Kelsey Square is still

empty. A Japanese restaurant was due to move into

the premises, however posters have recently

appeared in the windows suggesting it is to become

a Latin American restaurant and bar called

‘Paloma’. Cosy Kitchen is now called ‘Jems on the

Hill’ and it has expanded into what was Belmont

dry cleaners.

The former cricket shop on Sainsbury's forecourt is

now a hair salon. It's very popular with the children

and it has a resident fluffy white bunny called Snowy at the shop during

that day who likes to hop outside and greet people. Martin & Co estate

agent has moved into the former Julianne Dancewear shop.

Changes to the road and pavement at the junction of Kelsey Park Road and

Stanmore Terrace outside the Telephone Exchange are nearing

completion. The pavement has been

widened and five parking bays have

been lost, including one disabled bay.

However, the radius of the junction has

been reduced, which will slow traffic

exiting onto Kelsey Park Road from

Stanmore Terrace, and the wider

pavement will further improve the

route around Thornton’s Corner.
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PLANNING AND LICENSING

UPDATE

Local residents may lodge comments online on any applications below that

are currently being considered by Bromley Council.

Go to www.bromley.gov.uk then click on the following menu options

environment & planning /planning /search planning applications and

enter the case reference in the search box. You must give your name and

address, otherwise your views may not be considered.

British Gas Sports Ground, Worsley Bridge Road

A planning application is expected to be submitted soon for a major new

housing development at the former Sports Ground at the junction with

Copers Cope Road.

The proposed scheme, subject of a public consultation exercise held in the

summer, is for 121 new homes comprising 39 three-bedroom houses and
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82 one- and two-bedroom flats, and 100 car parking spaces. Half of the

homes are proposed to be affordable.

The site, on Metropolitan Open Land (MOL), is not presently open for

public use and is screened from the road by a high hedge. The scheme

suggests opening up the site by planning an open space facing the road, a

play area and community garden that would be accessible to the public.

You can view the recorded video consultation sessions by going to

https://caerusbeckenham.communityuk.live

Calverley Close, Southend Road

An online meeting was held in late October to launch a public consultation

concerning the entire

redevelopment of the

estate, after residents

voted over the summer in

favour of complete

regeneration. Built in the

1980s near the brow of

Beckenham Hill, the

estate currently has

around 200 homes and is
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operated by Riverside Housing Association, which manages the Borough’s

council housing. They also operate Coleridge House, a Victorian villa at 79

Bromley Road, that is proposed for demolition and redevelopment.

According to information published in April by Riverside, the existing

homes at Calverley Close are proposed to be demolished and replaced with

several new blocks ranging in height from three to seven stories. The total

number of new homes would be 358, half of which would be allocated for

private sale. The remainder would be for social renting. Demolition and

construction would be phased over four stages of redevelopment.

A planning application is expected to be submitted early next year.

The proposals and consultation form can be found by visiting

www.calverleyclose.co.uk.

Riverside’s brochure from April 2021 showing earlier proposals,

consultation process and timescale for the redevelopment can be found

here:

www.riverside.org.uk/redevelopment-projects/calverley-close-revitalising-

your-neighbourhood/

79  and 79a Bromley Road 20/03881/FULL

Not yet a member? Enjoying a complimentary copy? Please join! 28

http://www.calverleyclose.co.uk


Amended plans have recently been submitted for a  planning application

made last December involving the demolition of a large Victorian house,

and the building of 27 flats.  The scheme is still being considered by the

Council.

Situated in a

prominent location at

the brow of the hill

between Beckenham

and Shortlands, at the

corner of

Downsbridge Road, 79

and 79a Bromley Road

is a distinctive

building from the

mid-1800s and one of

the last remaining

grand villa houses that once lined Bromley Road.

The three-storey building is run by Riverside Housing Association (which

also runs Calverley Close on Southend Road) and currently accommodates

13 flats and an adjoining, four-bedroom single family house. The £12M

development involves the demolition of the entire building, replacing it

with a five-storey block of 27 flats, and underground car park.  The

proposed scheme comprises 5 one-bedroom, 17 two-bedroom and 5

three-bedroom flats, providing  space for up to 95 occupants.

It is very disappointing to see in their Affordable Housing Viability

Statement that the developer, like the others involved in residential

schemes in Beckenham at the present time, doesn’t include any affordable

housing provision. The smallest one-bedroom flat in the £12M

development is expected to market for £325,000.  The developers claim

that they can’t afford to provide affordable housing in the scheme is

unacceptable in our view and the proposed Section 106 payment of

£120,000 to the Council is insubstantial.

The amended plans show the number of car parking spaces reduced by

five, down from 27 (one for each flat) to 22. All parking is now shown

underground, and a small amount of additional landscaping replacing the

five parking spaces previously shown at ground level.
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Although the date for online comments on the latest plans has passed, but

you may still submit your comments on the scheme by emailing

planning@bromley.gov.uk and robin.evans@bromley.gov.uk and

copying-in your ward councillors.

76a and 76b The Avenue 20/05047/FULL

Amended plans have also been submitted for an application made last

Christmas for the demolition of these two 1930s houses, replacing them

with a five-storey block of flats, and houses to the rear of the site. The

application also includes the resurfacing of The Avenue between the site

and the junction with Westgate Road, which is an unmade road.

The new block of 18 flats comprises 10 one-bedroom and 8 two-bedroom

units.  Three three-storey terraced, mews-style houses are proposed

behind, providing accommodation for up to 70 people. Car parking is

provided for 16 cars behind and in front of the block.

The three houses appear fairly well appointed, but the layout and size of

the flats is cramped and many barely meet the minimum space standards.

Again, this development doesn’t include any affordable housing provision.

Some residents are concerned about the size and height of the

development, that it is an over-development of the site and that traffic

problems could result from any resurfacing of the road.

The case is expected to go before a planning sub-committee meeting on

25th November or 9th December. Although the date for online comments

has passed, you may still submit your comments on the scheme by
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emailing planning@bromley.gov.uk and jessica.lai@bromley.gov.uk and

copying-in your ward councillors.

114 Bromley Road  20/05008/FULL

A planning application submitted last autumn for a large residential

development on this site, situated

on the corner of Crescent Road, is

also still being considered by the

Council.  The scheme, by Woolbro

Group, involves the demolition of

the existing Victorian building, last

used as a care home, and

construction of a part-three

part-four storey block of 27 flats.

The new building comprises 12

one-bedroom and 15 two-bedroom flats with the capacity to accommodate

up to 82 people.  Only 19 parking spaces are provided.

This is yet another significant housing development proposed for

Beckenham that does not include any affordable housing provision.
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8-12 Bromley Road (ex-Chokha restaurant) 21/03405/FULL

Another application has been made, and recently refused again, for the

conversion of the former restaurant into flats.

The scheme proposed long, thin dwelling units from the front to the back

of the building.  Internal space was constrained, with too much corridor

space at the expense of living space due to the nature of the property and

the way it was shown to be subdivided. Kitchen, dining and living areas

were very cramped and deep-set within the building far from natural light.

Private outdoor amenity spaces proposed were very small, shaded and

afforded  little privacy. Bedrooms were to be behind the large glass

restaurant windows.  Due to the proximity to the pavement and Bromley

Road, noise, pollution and lack of privacy would have been problematic.

There were no on-site parking places provided, which would have put

additional pressure on parking space on surrounding roads such as

Bevington Road, Manor Grove and The Knoll.

The reasons for refusal were: the proposed change of use to residential

within the boundary of a designated town centre would detract from the

range of commercial services available, adversely affecting the diversity of

uses and the vitality and viability of the area; the alteration of the existing

shop-fronts design to a more domestic appearance would detract from the

architectural integrity of the shopping parade and would fail to preserve or

enhance the character and appearance of the St George’s Conservation

Area; the scheme would fail to provide a satisfactory layout and standard of

good quality accommodation for future occupiers due to poor internal flat

layout arrangements, poor amenity arrangements and poorly identifiable

entrances.

1B Orchard Lodge, Copers Cope Road 21/03143

Planning permission has been granted to demolish the existing house and

replace it with a three storey block of 7 flats comprising 6 two-bedroom

and 1 three-bedroom flats.

TELECOMS MASTS

There is no news about the appeal against refusal of permission for the

telecoms mast on Elmers End Green.
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ADVERTISING IN THE EXPRESS REVIEW

Our publication is not-for-profit and we are always on the look-out for new

advertisers,  if you want to promote anything, from an event to a shop or

service, please get in touch to chairman@coperscope.org.uk

Advertising Rates: Prices are per advert and per insertion. 5% off if you

book and pay for all three editions at the beginning of the year.

£160 full page (A5) 12.5cms wide x 18cms high

£80 ½ page 12.5cm wide x 8.5cms high

£40 ¼ page 6cms wide x 8.5cms high

£20 ⅛ page 6cms wide x 4cms high

The following formats are acceptable: JPEGs, PDFs, TIFs, Microsoft Word

or PowerPoint documents.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS

Information about how to join either the Copers Cope Area Residents

Association (CCARA) or West Beckenham Residents Association (WBRA)

can be found below. As a member you will receive up to three editions of

the Express Review a year.

Copers Cope Area Residents’ Association Joining  Instructions

Copers Cope Area Residents’ Association predominantly covers the Copers

Cope Ward of Beckenham. The annual subscription cost per household is

£5.  The simplest and most secure way to join is online.

Join online at: coperscope.wordpress.com/join

If you cannot join online we accept standing orders - for a form get in

touch by email to chairman@coperscope.org.uk or call 020 3732 5260.

Affiliate Membership – Reduced Subscription

If you live in a block of flats and all the households wish to sign up

together, you can join as an affiliate member and each household will only

pay £2.  As an affiliate you would receive a bundle of the Express Review

for your group to be distributed to each household by a resident in your

block or left in a common entrance way.
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West Beckenham Residents’ Association Joining Instructions

West Beckenham Residents’ Association covers the Beckenham parts of

Clock House, Kelsey & Eden Park and Penge & Cator wards.  The

annual subscription per household is £5 or £2 for the unwaged.

WBRA NEW MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL FORM

Please send this form with payment to Stafford Bunce, WBRA Membership Secretary,

1 Shaftesbury Road, Beckenham, BR3 3PW. Do not send it to your own bank.

Your name:……………………………………………………………………………………….

Your address:…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….............

Phone/email:……………………………………………………………………………………..

Are you an existing member wishing to pay this year's subscription? Yes / No

Pay by ▢  cash / cheque       ▢  standing order (please complete mandate below)

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To:  The Manager     Bank Name:……………………………………………………………..

Bank Address:…………………………………………………………………………………....

Please pay: West Beckenham Residents’ Association (WBRA)

Sort Code 40-05-35 Account number 31030485

The sum of: £5.00  /   £2.00  / other ______ (please strike through as appropriate)

Commencing immediately and thereafter on 1st April annually until further notice.

Please debit the following account:

Account Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..

Account Number:……………………………………    Sort code:…………………………..

Signature:…………………………………..………………                Date:……………….

Your name:……………………………………………………………………………………….
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LOCAL COUNCILLORS (all at Civic Centre, Bromley, BR1 3UH)

CLOCK HOUSE WARD

Vanessa Allen vanessa.allen@bromley.gov.uk 07710 386918

Ian Dunn ian.dunn@bromley.gov.uk 07710 386922

Josh King josh.king@bromley.gov.uk 07850 513257

COPERS COPE WARD

Russell Mellor russell.mellor@bromley.gov.uk 020 8460 9959

Michael Tickner michael.tickner@bromley.gov.uk 020 7936 9037

Stephen Wells stephen.wells@bromley.gov.uk 07584 413 163

KELSEY AND EDEN PARK WARD

Peter Dean peter.dean@bromley.gov.uk 07831 428913

Diane Smith diane.smith@bromley.gov.uk 020 8313 4422

Christine Harris christine.harris@bromley.gov.uk 07759 064191

PENGE AND CATOR WARD

Kathy Bance kathy.bance@bromley.gov.uk 07943 062569

Kevin Brooks kevin.brooks@bromley.gov.uk 07710 386929

Simon Jeal simon.jeal@bromley.gov.uk 07973 745014

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, BECKENHAM

Rt. Hon Bob Stewart

DSO MP

bob.stewart.mp@parliament.uk 020 7219 7011

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, LEWISHAM WEST & PENGE

Ellie Reeves MP ellie.reeves.mp@parliament.uk 020 7219 2668

LONDON ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR BEXLEY AND BROMLEY

Peter Fortune peter.fortune@london.gov.uk 020 7983 6571
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